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														This paper intends to analyze a social and historical background of the Japan−South　Korean relation around what is called the ‘history disputes’. Although it has been said that the ‘historical disputes’ would be calmed as time passes, Japan and South Korea are still deep in the disputes even ６２ years after the end of the colonial rule. Rather the disputes seem to become more serious especially since the １９８０s. Using information on mass media data bases in Japan and South Korea, this paper shows that the generation change is one of keys to understand the situation. According to the data, there are clear three stages on the situation around the disputes from １９４５to ２００７． The first stage is years from １９４５ to the beginning of the １９５０s. It was the age of the revelation of Korean peninsula from Japan, Tokyo Trials and US occupation, and public opinions of both countries had keen interests in issues about the colonial rule and the World War II, so mass media reported the issues repeatedly. The situation changed dramatically by the end of the １９５０s. It was the age after the San Francisco Treaty and the Korean War. The mass media suddenly stopped reporting the ‘historical issues.’ The reason is simple. The issues were too serious for the generation who actually experienced the colonial rule or the World War II to read on the media. However the situation changed once again gradually in the １９８０s. The mass media re−started to report the issues, and people started paying attentions to the issues again. People who lead the both countries to this change were younger generation, who did not have actual experience about the issues. Today’s situation is after the change in the １９８０s. However another important factor here is globalization. The globalization has an effect to relativize the importance of neighbor countries, so it makes it easy for the people to criticize each other. In the process, the ‘historical disputes’ are becoming more and more easy to be raised.
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