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														This paper reports on the results of an experimental study that aimed to investigate how differences in second language （L2） proficiency would affect L2 article acquisition. Specifically, it dealt with how L2 English proficiency would affect the use of L2 English articles in six semantic contexts by 42 L1 Japanese speakers in terms of three aspects: the accuracy of their article choices on a web-based fill-in-a-blank task, the learners＇ self-evaluation of their L2 article choices, and their reaction times. A significant effect of L2 proficiency was found with the of [+definite, +specific, -ESK] but that was not the case with the other five semantic contexts. Also L2 proficiency significantly affected the learners＇ self-evaluation of their L2 article use under the [-definite, -specific, -ESK] context but not with the other five contexts. As for reaction times, there was an indication that the reaction time by the Mid proficiency group （out of three proficiency groups, Low, Mid, and High）was longer compared with that of the High- and Low-proficiency groups. Also the Mid-proficiency group‘s reaction time had a greater variance than the other two groups. With this greater variability, it is argued that the Mid-proficiency group could probably be at the backsliding stage or near the bottom phase of a U-shaped learning curve. Further investigation is necessary in order to fully understand the Mid-proficiency group’s stage of L2 article learning.
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